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and that his writings remained there, with the bearing/
and latitude of the newly discovered land. Many insist that
Columbus was already a sailor, and that for many years he
used to go to Soria (Syria) and other parts of the Levant; that
he then became a maker of charts for navigating, and thus
went to Portugal to collect information respecting the south
of Africa and the other Portuguese nagivations, to increase
the sale of his charts; and finally he married in that kingdom.
Some have been of opinion that he was in Madeira when the
said caravel arrived, and that the master of it lodged in his
house, where he related his voyage to him and the new
countries that he had seen, so that he might insert them in
his charts under the name of Peota,3 as the sale and export
of these was great. That there he died, leaving him the
drawings and all the description he could give of the new
countries, and thus it is affirmed that Columbus obtained
information of the Indies." The author adds, moreover ^
that Columbus knew the Latin language well, and was a
cosmographer; that he was anxious to seek out the An-
tipodes, and the rich Cipango of Marco Polo, because he had
read in Plato's Tim&us an argument respecting the great
island of Atlantis, and of a hidden land larger than Asia and
Africa. While Aristotle, in his book on the wonders of the
world, writing to Theophrastus, relates how some Cartha-
ginian merchants, navigating to the west and the south out-
side the Strait of Gibraltar, after many days found a large
inhabited island, very fertile and possessed of navigable
rivers. And the author after affirms, that if Columbus had
1 " II segno and I'altesza" are best rendered bearing and latitude; but
nautical science was very inaccurate in Benzoni's day. (Trans.)
3 Again this name is erroneously given. The passage quoted by
Benzoni from Gomara states, that " the pilot lodged in the house of
Columbus, and gave him an account of his voyage and of the new lands
which he had seen, in order that he might lay them down on a marine
chart which Columbus had bought of him." Gomara distinctly says that
the pilot's name was not known.